[image: image1.wmf]
[image: image2.wmf]
A belated Happy New Year to all our readers! We hope that you are surviving the credit crunch. Times must be bad because BBC Radio Bristol, earlier in January, were carrying the story that Bristol Students’ union had closed its bar for financial reasons! Students not drinking - finance must be bad! Well, the story was obviously more complicated then that, all sorts of variables were at work in the decision, but it certainly says something about the times if supplying alcohol to students becomes unviable. Of course it would have been great if the entire University had converted to Methodism and non-alcohol lifestyles, but not this time anyway!

[image: image3.wmf]MIH at Bristol is being challenged by the financial downturn. Firstly, the interest on our reserves in the bank has plummeted and, temporarily at least, does not provide the financial top up that has proved so useful in the past. Secondly, students who rely heavily on sponsors are finding their money being squeezed, arriving late or suspended altogether. We had several January bookings cancelled due to the financial situation. Likewise, for existing residents, moving out to sleep on friends’ sofas could prove appealing if they only look at £ signs and don’t take into account other considerations. As a consequence, in December we were oversubscribed for January 2009, but are currently running at 3 empty rooms. We have tentative bookings for two of them in February.

Understandably, the income from Friends’ donations has also dropped, and we do not expect anyone to give what they can not afford. Giving more than you can spare does not make sense. We do, however, appreciate whatever you can spare, as an individual, as a group, or as a Church / Temple / Mosque etc.
In checking our records we discovered that a complete “Friends giving” audit has not been done since Georgia Ayling left in the early 2000s! You will find with this newsletter, therefore, an individual letter to yourself updating you on when our records show your last financial gift was received. If the newsletter has been sent by e-mail then the letter may be sent separately. Please complete the return slip at the bottom which gives you several options, including just being a prayer supporter with no financial commitment. Remember, prayer is as vital (if not more so) as practical or financial support!

Many “Friends” also give with their time, and we are immensely grateful for this type of help, although, unfortunately it does not show on the financial database. We could not manage without you!

Thank you for your continued interest in, and ongoing support of, MIH Bristol. MIH is a serving ministry that Methodism can be proud of.

Mark

Warden Manager
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CHINESE NEW YEAR CELEBRATION

You are warmly invited to join with our residents in the start of term party, celebrating the Chinese New Year. This is partially organised by the students themselves, and they would love you to join them.

(7.30pm) 19.30 hours start for 20.00 hours food.  R.S.V.P. not essential, but appreciated!
A New Member of the Warden Team

On the sixth of January I worked my first shift as part of the M.I.H. Warden team. From the time of my first visit to M.I.H. before Christmas it was apparent to me what a unique place this is, and I was delighted when Mark informed me that I had been chosen to fill the post vacated by Karen. I only hope that in my time here I will be able to contribute to the life of M.I.H. as efficiently, creatively and cheerfully as she has done. I look forward to meeting you all before long – and I’ll endeavour as quickly as possible to match the right names to the friendly faces that I see around me! I’m already learning what a varied and unpredictable role this is, but be assured that my top priority will always be the welfare and happiness of the M.I.H. residents. I’m also looking forward to meeting the Management Committee, the Friends of M.I.H. and all of our other sponsors and supporters in Bristol and elsewhere. I’ll see you all soon, whether it be at one of our regular social evenings, in the office or just round and about the building. Good luck to all our residents with this semester’s studies!

Steven 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Observation from a departing member of staff:

What makes M.I.H as good today as it has been over the last 50 years (if not even better)?

 It’s the amazing amount of hard work and teamwork that goes into it! 

As a member of the team you have to be ready to muck in, get your hands dirty and have as much fun along the way as you can.

Everyday brings something new. I would like to THANK YOU!!! for letting me be part of this amazing team!  

Karen.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

MIH @ MWM
Last year in November 08 we went as usual with the group of residents to the Methodist for World Mission Conference at Radstock near Bath. Unfortunately, Mark and Sheila could not go this time because of other commitments, so I was the lucky one to get the chance to join Mevna, Jessie, Ali and Ibrahim. The theme for last year was “One God – Three Faiths”. As usual, MIH residents contributed to the MWM programme with their presentations. It was very interesting to hear about the history, religions and people of Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Taiwan and Australia, particularly those parts which they would never taught us at school and can not be found in any book. Thank you to all residents for their contributions, which were much appreciated.
Although the weather was not the best, all enjoyed the beautiful grounds of Ammerdown House and the surrounding woods, parks and fields owned by the Jolliffe family. Thank you to all at the conference who made it possible to experience this again. It was not only a beautiful house and countryside, but also friendly and welcoming people, great food, and challenging and interesting talks which made this experience worthwhile and unforgettable. Thank you!!
There was a question arising at the conference about the events at MIH starting too late in the evening and thus preventing those living away from Bristol from coming and joining in. The team are considering the timing of future events: but these tend to be dictated by students’ sleeping, studying and nocturnal habits! If you are interested to come to any events organised at MIH, please feel free to cal MIH office 0117 9735179. We will be happy to accommodate you if there are any rooms available at the time of the events.

Zuzana
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Letters 
Received in December 2008 from the Lake District after a visit to one of our residents:

Thank you for all you did to help Mevna (and me).

MIH is an amazing place and of great value to the international community. The Methodist Church SHOULD BE proud of such a community within its midst.

Diane.

……………………………………………………………………………………………..

To Sheila, Mark, Karen, Zuzana, Judit, Libby-Ann, Szuszanna, Dauda, and Pauline,

…Thank you for making my stay at MIH so memorable,

With much love,    Mevna. (left December 2008)

…………………………………………………………………………………………

You can help:

With your prayer support.

With your time as a volunteer,

With your expertise on the Management Committee.

With an invitation to a meeting to talk about our work.

With your hospitality befriending students.

Tel: 0117 9735179

Below is a poem that we found while preparing for the two-week exhibition at the New Rooms from 19th January.  It was from an ex-resident, and sums up what M.I.H. is trying to achieve. 
Bridges

A span over water…

To hold up the strings of a violin

The upper part of the nose…

To bring together
To join one side to another

To make contact

To come closer

To share both sides

To break down barriers

A quicker pathway.



Who thought of a bridge?



Who had a vision?



Who was encouraged to share the idea?

Who learnt and achieved a dream?

When you cross a “bridge” – do you stop to think

What it would be like without one?



M.I.H. is a “Bridge”



An international “Bridge” for



Students from all over the world.



From the past, the present and for





The future,



Which you have been an important



‘Link’



We give you thanks and



Thank You!!
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

End Note:

After the heavy family content in the last issue, there is good news to report.

Peter has settled into his Residential College, where he started a three year placement in September. He returns home for holidays, when we try to do something special each time. 

Following such a turbulent year Mark and Sheila have enjoyed five holidays in four months, (three on their own.)  These have been good because of the memorable times we have had; such as watching a tropical sunrise from the bedroom window; feeding reindeer on a snow covered mountain in Scotland two weeks later; seeing Santa on a steam train in the Lake District; and seeing the new year in from Dawn’s fourth floor flat in Holland, where firework displays were seen for over an hour; … well we do not go to Wales until next weekend!!!   Mark has recovered from his head injury. Sheila’s operation was a success, albeit she will return for another one, (hopefully for a final time) in February.  We should then be fully rested and adjusted to our new ‘Derby and Joan life’.   

Sheila.
